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Structure of my talk

Introduction
The main effect of e-participation

Four years back, 12 years ahead: the
Virtual Electronic Platform (VEP) and its
progress

The wider picture of e-participation
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Frequency of political participation

N o

Election A Election B

Time

Main projected effect of e-participation: continuity at a higher level of frequency
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The VEP

Originally four modules:

- The SMARTVOTE-module

- The MP-MONITORING-module

- The MULTIMEDIA-BLOG-module
- The INTERNET-VOTING-module
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VEP effects

Boost electoral participation
Boost accountability

Boost civic competence

Boost cross-constituency politics
Boost citizens’ demands

Boost shifts in the political offer

Sl
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On the positive side...

 Democratization of access to politically
relevant information

« Brings more convenience for political
participation

» New forms of political participation

» Non-mediated creation of political networks

» Stimulation of political interest

» Top-down and bottom-up consultations
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On the negative side...

Digital elites

Balkanisation of politics (Sunstein)
Paparazzi Democracy

Abuse
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On balance...

» Change of the nature of participation

 Velocity of information diffusion
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Conclusion

* It’s still the beginning
« Variance is still huge
* Its not a panacea
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Thank you for your attention!

Contact:

Email: Alexander.Trechsel@eui.eu
Mobile: +39 339 13 444 07
Facebook: Alexander H. Trechsel
Skype: alexander_h_trechsel
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